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Subject: Abuse of diplomatic status by Russia and Belarus for intelligence gathering and 
destabilising activities in the EU 

In the light of the recent arrests in Romania and Poland, which revealed the activities of a 
Belarusian and Russian spy network, serious questions arise regarding the credibility and role 
of diplomats in these Member States. There is growing evidence to suggest that employees of 
Russian and Belarusian diplomatic missions may be using their status for purposes contrary to 
the principles of international relations, including for conducting intelligence activities and 
fueling tensions.      

In the light of the above:

1. Does the Commission recognise the growing problem of Russian and Belarusian 
diplomatic missions being used to conduct espionage and destabilising activities in the 
Member States?

2. Are specific restrictions being considered, such as tightening visa procedures in the 
Schengen area for diplomats from these countries, to minimise the risk to the internal 
security of the EU?
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