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Subject:  Online platforms’ responsibilities in the protection of human dignity and women’s
rights

Recent scandals emerging in Italy involving websites and platforms where images of women
— both private and public — were shared along with hundreds of sexist and violent comments
have brought back the debate about the responsibilities of platform and social network
operators regarding content disseminated on their services.

Furthermore, new digital technologies and artificial intelligence are being used as tools to
make it difficult to identify the perpetrators of pornographic crimes, including cases where the
victims are minors.

Considering the seriousness of this phenomenon, which promotes a culture where women are
treated as property and leads to violence against them, causing great harm to victims, does the
Commission consider it appropriate to:

1. ensure the correct application of existing measures to hold platform and social network
operators accountable for content published by users, particularly on erotic and
pornographic platforms, including establishing operator responsibilities equivalent to
those of publishers?

2. improve EU coordination for traceability with the aim of identifying individuals
committing such crimes?

3. order the immediate removal of the content involved, in coordination with national
authorities?
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