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Subject:  Assassination of Charlie Kirk — condemnation of political violence in the EU

The assassination of Charlie Kirk on 10 September 2025 at a US university sent shockwaves
across the globe. Leaders in Europe have condemned his killing, with the President of the
European Parliament, Roberta Metsola, saying she was ‘shocked at the absolutely horrific
assassination’.! However, when a call was made in the European Parliament to hold a
minute’s silence in his memory, the Bureau denied the request, prompting backlash.? At the
same time, 84 MEPs from a range of political groups called for a resolution strongly
condemning political violence regardless of ideology.

When it comes to protecting democracy, there should be no distinction. Citizens’ sense of
security and the credibility of institutions cannot be subject to political, ideological or other
choices. Any act of violence directed against people on the basis of their beliefs threatens
social cohesion and the values of the Union and must be addressed with a unified stance.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Does the Commission agree that the EU must be consistent in condemning political
violence, regardless of victims’ beliefs?

2. How does it intend to make democracy more resilient in the face of political targeting?

3. Will it support the initiative of 84 Members of the European Parliament for a resolution
condemning such violence and establishing a unified stance to be taken in the event of
such incidents?
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