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Subject: Reform of individual vehicle approval and the EU-US trade deal

According to analysed sales data, 7 000 massively over-sized US sport utility vehicles, the 
majority of them being Ram pickup trucks, were sold in the EU during 2024. They were 
imported and registered in the EU without meeting European safety, air pollution or emission 
standards under a loophole known as individual vehicle approval.

On 2 July 2025, the Commission presented draft delegated legislation to tighten the approval 
of individual vehicles in order to reduce the number of massively over-sized US sport utility 
vehicles and pickup trucks being registered in the EU that jeopardise meeting the EU’s safety 
and emissions standards.

This Commission proposal could now be at risk following the EU-US joint statement on 
trade, which states that ‘with respect to automobiles, the United States and the EU intend to 
accept and provide mutual recognition to each other’s standards’.

In the light of the above:

1. Will the Commission assure Parliament that it will continue to progress with this 
reform?

2. As the EU-US trade deal would lower the sales price of Ram pickup trucks by an 
average of EUR 8 000 in the EU, can the Commission assure Parliament that the EU-US 
trade deal would not lead to an increase in the number of these excessively-sized cars in 
the EU?
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