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Subject: The EU’s competitiveness in circular plastics 

Several major petrochemical companies have recently announced closures and investment 
pauses in the EU, including projects aimed at advancing plastics circularity. These decisions 
risk undermining the EU’s industrial competitiveness and its leadership in circular 
technologies. Chemical recycling, which could divert plastics from landfill and incineration, 
still lacks a robust business case under current EU policy frameworks.   

In the light of the above:

Has the Commission fully assessed whether excluding certain recycling technologies risks 
incentivising incineration over circularity, contrary to the waste hierarchy set out in the Waste 
Framework Directive?
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