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Subject:  Spread of bluetongue virus: stopping economic and health problems

In the past few years, the spread of bluetongue virus has posed a serious threat to the health of
farmed animals in in a number of Member States and had significant economic and health
consequences. In the Verona area, the epidemic has recently spread, preventing any activity
involving affected breeds. The growing geographical spread of the virus requires coordinated
and timely action at EU level.

Against that backdrop:

1. What specific steps is the Commission taking to prevent and limit the spread of
bluetongue, particularly in newly affected areas?

2. With a view to taking account of both the course of the disease and the latest scientific
evidence, is a review of or update to the existing EU legislation on bluetongue in the
pipeline?

3. What financial resources has the Commission earmarked to provide support for affected
farmers and pay for disease control measures?
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