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Subject:  Limiting the purchase of second homes

Some European territories are experiencing a severe housing crisis because so many
properties are being bought as second homes. This reduces local residents’ access to housing
and contributes to the loss of agricultural and natural land.

1. The Aland Islands regulate the purchase of housing to prevent people from buying
second homes in the archipelago and to reserve the property market for residents. Could
the Aland Islands’ rules on house purchases apply to other EU territories that are in the
same boat?

2. Inparticular, could the possibility of restricting the purchase of housing to people who
have been principally resident in a region for a defined period of time, without
discriminating on the basis of origin or nationality, apply in territories other than the
Aland Islands?

3. Could the public authorities also decide to require new or old houses in certain parts of
their territory to be used only as a main residence?
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