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Subject: Human rights violations in Mauritania

A recent report by Human Rights Watch documents consistent and severe human rights 
violations against migrants, including acts of torture, rape and arbitrary detention, perpetrated 
by various state security forces in countries along migration routes to Europe between 2020 
and 2025.

One of the countries which has received direct EU support for migration control operations is 
Mauritania, a country with which the EU signed a partnership agreement in March 2024. 
While some EU-funded programmes have supported human rights, refugee protection and 
development in Mauritania, significant EU investments – over EUR 61 million between 2015 
and 2023 and at least EUR 100 million more since 2024 – have instead prioritised the 
securitisation and reinforcement of Mauritania’s police, coast guard and gendarmerie, without 
adequate safeguards to prevent human rights abuses.

In the light of the above:

1. What criteria does the Commission use to suspend or impose conditions on EU-funded 
border control and migration management projects in Mauritania in cases of 
documented human rights violations?

2. How does the Commission ensure that equipment, funding or training provided to 
Mauritanian security forces under EU programmes do not contribute to human rights 
abuses?

3. How will the Commission ensure greater transparency of EU foreign aid disbursements 
in Mauritania, including the publication of detailed budgets, project objectives and lists 
of implementing partners?
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