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Subject:  Serious human rights violations and democratic backsliding in Ecuador: possible
implications for the EU-Ecuador agreement

Since 2017, democracy has been gradually deteriorating in Ecuador: inequality has shot up,
poverty and job insecurity rates have been rising, public services have been eroded, and the
presence and role of organised crime is increasingly worrying.

The Daniel Noboa-led government has established an authoritarian climate built on
militarisation, criminalisation and systematic persecution of political opponents, under the
pretext of a security crisis that it is failing to resolve.

Many reports refer to restrictions on fundamental freedoms during the state of emergency and
serious human rights violations.

The separation of powers is gradually being blurred as the executive expedites the adoption of
‘economic emergency’ laws without proper justification and systematically targets the
Constitutional Court and civil society.

In the light of this state of affairs:

1. What view does the Commission take of the state of play in Ecuador?

2. Has it sent the Ecuadorian Government a warning, reminding it of its obligation to
honour its commitments to democracy, human rights and the rule of law, as set out in
Article 2 of the EU-Ecuador agreement?

3. If conditions slip further, would it consider temporarily suspending the agreement as a
way to apply pressure?
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