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Subject: SAFE and Türkiye 

In view of the need for strong European defence, Council Regulation (EU) 2025/1106 of 27 
May 2025 establishing the Security Action for Europe (SAFE) through the Reinforcement of 
the European Defence Industry sets out a EUR 150 billion budget to strengthen the European 
defence industry and the defence readiness of the Member States.      

The text of the regulation clearly states that the participation of a non-EU country must not 
threaten the interests of the EU and its Member States.

The Commission representative for defence has confirmed that Türkiye had expressed an 
interest in participating in the SAFE programme.

Türkiye: a country which is occupying 40 % of the territory of a Member State, which sends 
warships into the Greek (and European) EEZ to block a European programme of common 
interest (the Greece-Cyprus electricity interconnection project) and which challenges 
European borders.

Can the Commission answer the following:

How does it intend to respond to Türkiye’s request?
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