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Kathleen Funchion (The Left)

Subject: Nitrates derogation

In July 2025, the Commission indicated to the Irish Government that it was changing the 
criteria for retaining the nitrates derogation to take into account the Habitats Directive1. 
Certain stakeholder groups have raised concerns that this is inconsistent with the former 
position that focused on water quality.

In the light of the above:

1. Will the Commission justify the reason for this change?

2. Did the Commission carry out an impact assessment to determine the affect this will 
have on Irish farmers, particularly on the dairy industry?

Submitted: 30.9.2025

1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora (OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/1992/43/oj 
(http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/1992/43/oj)).


