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Subject: Application of the automatic safeguard clause in the context of the review of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences Regulation

The ongoing review of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) Regulation has raised 
several questions about the application of the automatic safeguard clause. This clause is a 
responsive mechanism for GSP beneficiary countries that temporarily suspends tariff 
preferences when a certain import threshold has been exceeded.

At this stage, it has not been clearly established whether the clause will apply only to standard 
GSP beneficiary countries, or whether it will also concern countries with GSP+ status. 
Similarly, making 6% of EU imports the threshold that triggers the clause has been 
mentioned, but not officially confirmed.

Can the Commission clarify whether the automatic safeguard clause provided for in the new 
GSP Regulation will also apply to GSP+ countries, and whether the proposed 6% of EU 
imports is the threshold that will be used to trigger it?
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