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Subject: Simplification of the EU’s budget flexibility framework

On 8 September 2025, the European Court of Auditors published a report in which it assessed 
the rules governing the EU’s budget flexibility. The audit concludes that the framework for 
this is too complex and this prevents the swift mobilisation of funds in unforeseen 
circumstances.

Whether addressing mass migration, waves of refugees, pandemics, natural disasters, 
humanitarian crises, the impact of Brexit or disturbances on the energy market, the European 
Union must be equipped to offer proper responses. Unfortunately, for some five years now we 
have also been experiencing situations from which we can and must draw conclusions both on 
reallocating resources to fiit our priorities and on the possibility of increasing initial budgets 
where needed.

What measures does the Commission think are needed to enable the EU to rapidly mobilise 
resources commensurate with the challenges it faces?
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