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Subject: Including acquired brain injuries in the International Classification of Diseases

The International Classification of Diseases (ICD) is the official list of diseases published by 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) that provides critical knowledge on the extent, causes 
and consequences of human disease and death across the world via data that is reported and 
coded.

Strokes and other brain diseases are currently recognised in the ICD and have their own 
codes. However, acquired brain injuries (ABI) do not have a specific code in the ICD, 
creating issues with their recognition, specialised and ongoing care, epidemiological 
monitoring and access to welfare and economic benefits.

Can the Commission therefore clarify:

1. Whether it will push for the creation of a specific ABI code in coordination with the 
WHO?

2. How it intends to ensure that Member States can properly record and address ABI cases 
in their health and social protection systems?
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