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Subject:  Peloponnese railway network

The 236 km long Corinth-Argos/Nafplion-Tripoli-Kalamata metro rail network was
completely renovated between 2007 and 2009 and serves 44 stations in many areas not
directly connected to the main road networks.

The project, financed by national and EU funds totalling EUR 135 million, was completed in
September 2009, when the 5+5 daily schedules began.

It included a complete renovation of the superstructure with modern railway track materials,
new track changes, the operation of 65 Automatic Level Crossing Systems (ALCS), and the
restoration of all bridges.

In December 2010, routes were stopped and the newly constructed line was closed.

Since then, without any supervision of the infrastructure, the equipment has been vandalised,
all the ALCS have been destroyed and the buildings have been looted.

Two large Swiss railway organisations, which are involved in the tourist railway, are
interested in the line’s entire infrastructure and buildings.

A tender notice was recently published by the Technical Chamber of Greece (TEE) for the
conversion of the line into a 244 km long cycle path. This initiative can obviously only be
perceived as a joke, given that the geometry of the line and the gradients along it, as well as
the bridges, make its use as a cycle path impractical and dangerous.

In view of the above:

Is the Commission aware of and does it agree with the change of use to a cycle path of a
railway line that was recently renovated with European funds?
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