Question for written answer E-003945/2025
to the Commission

Rule 144

Dolors Montserrat (PPE)

Subject:  Corruption and rule of law in Spain

A report by the Central Operational Unit (UCO) of Spain’s Guardia Civil has been published
containing revelations that the former Minister for Transport, José Luis Abalos, allegedly
received irregular and opaque payments from the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) in
the form of cash overpayments for unexplained amounts and items. Part of these payments
included tax-free allowances totalling around EUR 800 000 between 2014 and 2024 for
income of EUR 1.5 million, without any clear supporting documents for the expenses.

In view of this state of affairs:

1.  Taken together with the shortcomings concerning Spain highlighted in the 2025 Rule of
Law Report — supervision of political financing, traceability of funds and monitoring of
public spending —, does the Commission believe that these facts exacerbate this
situation of corruption and this breaching of the principle of transparency?

2. Is the Commission considering issuing new recommendations and strengthening
monitoring of the PSOE’s compliance with EU rules on political financing and
transparency of funds, in line with Article 10 of the Treaty on European Union,
concerning transparency and accountability, and Article 325 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union, concerning the fight against fraud and corruption?
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