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Subject:  Selling at a loss and cuts to the common agricultural policy budget

In many Member States, farmers are being forced to sell their produce at a loss owing to the
lopsided balance of power in the agri-food value chain. In France, despite national laws to
protect agricultural income, the prices paid to producers remain below production costs. This
is sending businesses to the wall and discouraging younger generations from entering the
sector.

Against this backdrop, on 17 September 2025 the Commission presented its draft budget for
the new common agricultural policy (CAP). It allocates EUR 50.9 billion to France over
seven years, or EUR 7.3 billion per year — a cut of nearly EUR 2 billion on 2023. However,
average agricultural incomes in Europe are plummeting, from EUR 61 332 in 2007 to an
estimated EUR 44 027 in 2027, or -28% in 20 years. Slashing the CAP budget will exacerbate
the crisis and jeopardise Europe’s food sovereignty.

How does the Commission intend to ensure that farmers are paid a fair amount that covers
their production costs, in particular by means of greater transparency of margins and
regulation of agricultural markets?
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