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Subject:  Future satellite infrastructure supporting the European Forest Fire Information
System (EFFIS)

The European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS), coordinated by the Commission’s
Joint Research Centre and closely associated with the Commission’s Directorate-General for
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations, plays a crucial role in
monitoring and forecasting wildfires across Europe and its neighboring regions. A task of
increasing importance, as 2025’s devastating wildfires have shown.

EFFIS relies on satellite imagery provided by a range of European and international partners
to track the development of forest fires, and to provide real-time situational awareness to
national authorities and the EU Civil Protection Mechanism’s Emergency Response
Coordination Centre.

However, several of the satellites currently used by EFFIS are expected to be
decommissioned in the coming years. This creates a risk of potential data gaps that could
undermine the system’s capacity to provide continuous and reliable wildfire monitoring.

In this context:

1.  How does the Commission plan to ensure the continuity of satellite-based monitoring
for EFFIS once the current satellites are decommissioned?

2. What measures are being taken to secure access to alternative satellite data sources, e.g.
through European missions, international cooperation or commercial providers?

3. Does the Commission anticipate any specific investments or partnerships under the
Copernicus or Horizon Europe programmes, respectively, to strengthen the long-term
resilience of EFFIS’s satellite infrastructure?
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