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Subject: Protection of archaeological finds on Papoura Hill in Heraklion, Crete

The anger and mobilisation of the residents of Crete have been caused by the plans of the 
New Democracy Government to install a radar for a private airport at the archaeological site 
on Papoura Hill on Pediada Plain in Kastelli, Crete.

The unacceptable decision constitutes a cultural and archaeological crime. The installation 
threatens the integrity of the monument and its accessibility, as well as the health and quality 
of life of residents, due to electromagnetic radiation.

Furthermore, concern is created by the possible connection of the structures with the existing 
military airport and the geostrategic role of Crete in the EU's war plans in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.

Residents, archaeologists, labour unions and mass organisations have been mobilising to 
condemn the crime and demand that the decision is revoked.

The devaluation of cultural heritage and the steadily decreasing state funding for its protection 
and promotion are in line with the guidelines of the EU, which considers culture a commodity 
that acquires significance only when it contributes to enhancing the competitiveness, 
profitability and external face of the capitalist economy, and to ensuring ‘social cohesion’, i.e. 
the alignment of workers with the interests of capital.

In view of the above, what is the Commission’s position:

1. on the request for the immediate cancellation of plans to install the private airport radar 
in Kastelli and any modern construction in the vicinity of the unique monument on 
Papoura Hill?

2. on the request for excavations to continue without hindrance as well as the in-depth 
study of the findings, under the responsibility and funding of the state?
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