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Subject: Anti-dumping measures and problems for Italian pasta makers

In recent months, several leading Italian companies manufacturing pasta, that symbol of 
Italy’s agrifood excellence, have been the subject of an anti-dumping investigation by the US 
Department of Commerce, which has proposed provisional duties of over 91 %, thereby 
seriously threatening exports to the US, a historically and strategically important market for 
the Italian pasta industry.

This move comes on top of the duties already being applied and is liable to undermine the 
competitiveness of Italian companies and the integrity of the ‘Made in Italy’ brand, which is 
already facing difficulties in competing on the US market owing to the proven existence of 
unfair ‘Italian sounding’ practices (which would themselves benefit from the anti-dumping 
measures).

Could the Commission therefore answer the following questions:

1. Will it harness every possible diplomatic and trade instrument at its disposal to support 
the Italian Government in its negotiations with the US authorities aimed at having the 
provisional duties reviewed and revoked?

2. Does it plan to adopt specific measures to protect the Italian agri-food sector at 
Community level in order to preserve the competitiveness and value of the ‘Made in 
Italy’ brand on the international markets, especially in the face of commercial practices 
held to be unfair and discriminatory?
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