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Subject: A professional license/warrant for learning support educators (LSEs)

Referencing the application of provisions related to the recognition of professional
qualifications, learning support educators (LSEs) in Malta have expressed the need to be
included within a recognised professional licensing system. Such a system would formally
acknowledge the acquisition of established qualifications and relevant experience, ensuring
that LSEs are recognised as qualified professionals within the Maltese education framework.

Currently, the profession of LSE is not regulated or restricted in Malta. The introduction of a
professional licensing system could significantly contribute to the further development of this
essential profession, improving the quality of support provided to students, particularly those
with special educational needs or requiring additional attention. Regulation would also
promote higher standards of practice, professional accountability, and continuous professional
development for LSEs. However, there appear to be differing views on whether such a
licensing system would align with current EU rules and directives.

In this context:

1. Can the Commission clarify its stance on whether the introduction of a professional
licensing framework for LSEs in Malta — where access to and practice of the profession would
depend on proportionate, relevant qualifications — would contravene the Professional
Qualifications Directive! or other EU provisions?

2. Can the Commission shed light on what specific conditions must be met to ensure
compliance and non-discrimination in respect of such licences/warrants for LSEs.
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