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Subject:  Sliding scale for steel (Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation and the
proposed industrial decarbonisation accelerator act)

Under the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR)!, the Joint Research Centre
is conducting a preparatory study on iron and steel products, in advance of a possible
delegated act in the future. The study assesses the environmental performance of steelmaking
to define its performance and information requirements, including methods for labelling
embodied carbon and creating performance classes to promote low-carbon steel markets.

Meanwhile, the forthcoming industrial decarbonisation accelerator act is expected to
introduce voluntary labels for intermediate products, starting with steel. Among the labelling
methodologies that were evaluated, the sliding-scale approach has emerged as the preferred
option. However, indexing performance thresholds to scrap content risks penalising scrap use
and discouraging circularity in steelmaking.

1.  What measures is the Commission taking to ensure coherence between the industrial
decarbonisation accelerator act's labelling framework and the ongoing standardisation of
intermediate products under the ESPR?

2. Is the Commission aware that the sliding scale disproportionately and uncompetitively
benefits primary steelmaking, discourages scrap use and is bound to increase production
costs?

3. Does the Commission recognise that the sliding-scale approach undermines the
competitiveness of EU secondary steelmakers, who already rely on scrap, by
incentivising greater use of primary raw materials, thereby raising emissions and costs?
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