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Subject: Combined transport: situation and developments 

In November 2023, the Commission published a proposal for a directive as regards a support 
framework for intermodal transport of goods and calculation of external costs savings and 
generation of aggregated data.        

The new Commission proposal introduces new elements to adapt it to the significant 
economic, technological and legislative changes that are taking place. By introducing a 
support framework for intermodal transport operations, the proposal for a directive also 
establishes a new set of definitions. In particular, the new definition of combined transport 
would also change significantly compared to the current definition.

However, on 21 October 2025 the Commission announced that it was intending to withdraw 
the proposal in question.

In light of the proposal’s significance for the sector:

1. Will the Commission withdraw the text and is it considering developing another 
proposal?

2. What barriers or obstacles are there to its implementation?
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