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Gerald Hauser (PfE)

Subject:  Lack of transparency in the ‘Blue Orchid’ exercise

On the basis of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, EU citizen Frédéric Baldan requested access
to all of the Commission’s administrative documents relating to the ‘Blue Orchid’ exercise
that was carried out on 8 February 2019, including emails, reports, lists of participants,
presentations, recommendations, notes and further documentation. The Commission identified
three relevant documents in its assessment. Nevertheless, the request was denied, as according
to Article 4 of the above-mentioned regulation, exceptions apply when it comes to the
protection of public interest and public security. Therefore, the exact content of the documents
still remains under wraps. The incident calls into question the EU institutions’ transparency in
dealing with internal security- and health-related exercises.

1.  Why are the Commission and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC) withholding the documents on the grounds of protecting public security?

2. Why is the Commission not being transparent or reporting openly and honestly on all
exercises?

3. How contentious were the findings, given that as yet it there is ‘no published
information on this internal exercise’ (E-003130/2025 (ASW)!)?
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