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Subject: Interoperability of defibrillator electrode connectors across automated external 
defibrillators and monitor defibrillators 

When sudden cardiac arrest occurs, rescuers often start CPR with an automated external 
defibrillator (AED). On arrival, ambulance crews frequently use monitor defibrillators from 
different brands, and hospitals may use yet another system. As electrode connectors are not 
always interoperable, teams must remove already-applied pads and attach brand-specific ones 
before defibrillation, wasting critical seconds and creating avoidable risk during handovers.     

1. Is the Commission aware that AED and monitor defibrillator connectors are often not 
cross-compatible, causing changes during hospital handovers?

2. Does it collect or plan to collect data on related delays or safety risks?

Submitted: 28.10.2025


