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Rule 144

Tomas Zdechovsky (PPE)

Subject:  Alleged preferential treatment of Spanish entities in the Global Gateway project

During negotiations concerning the Global Gateway project, representatives of the
Commission repeatedly refused to provide clear information regarding the parameters of
potential financial support — specifically the grant component, the level of loan guarantees and
the envisaged timeframe for their provision.

At the same time, the Commission insisted on holding a meeting with selected banks,
apparently seeking to include predominantly Spanish institutions, and proposed the
participation of Spanish companies in the project consortium.

Given these circumstances, can the Commission clarify the following:

1. On what basis are Spanish banks and companies being given apparent preferential
treatment in the Global Gateway project?

2. How does such behaviour align with the Commission’s obligation to maintain
neutrality, transparency and equal treatment of all entities and the Member States in EU-
funded projects?
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