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Lynn Boylan (The Left)

Subject: Application of VAT Directive to essential goods for disabled persons 

The EU VAT Directive1 provides for Member States to apply lower rates of VAT on goods 
that fall within the categories specified in Annex III. Given reference to ‘goods essential to 
compensate and overcome disability’ in point 4 of the Annex:     

1. Would the Commission view non-medical aids and appliances for people who are blind 
or partially sighted as a category of good in respect of which Member States may 
choose to reduce or exempt VAT?

2. If so, would the Commission also consider assistive technology to fall within said 
category where it is not specifically constructed for people who are blind or partially 
sighted but could be reasonably treated as such?
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1 Council Directive 2006/112/EC of 28 November 2006 on the common system of value added tax (OJ L 347, 
11.12.2006, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2006/112/oj).


