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Subject: Long-term crisis in the Greek national health system

Greece’s national health system (the ESY) is in a dire state. A WHO report revealed that the 
country has one of the highest rates of unmet medical needs (21.9 %). Almost one in five 
Greeks will not receive the treatment they need due to high costs, poor organisation or 
systemic incapacity.

But even when access to treatment is possible, the consequences for Greek households are no 
less devastating. Around a third of low-income households in Greece go bankrupt as a result 
of the costs necessary medical treatments.

Despite this difficult situation, government policy has left the health system depleted and 
stagnating. The budget allocated to health remains low and has been further reduced. Brain 
drain and rising inequality signal a worrying trend for the future of the ESY.

In view of the Commission’s objectives of improving healthcare provision and ensuring a 
high level of human health for all European citizens, can the Commission say:

1. What tools and initiatives could be used to address the ESY’s systemic failures and 
mismanagement?

2. How does it intend to investigate the proper use of the Recovery and Resilience Facility 
(RRF – NextGenerationEU), the NSRFs and the European Social Fund in the ESY?

3. Does it still have the necessary support instruments to reform the ESY, ensure quality 
services and fight corruption, or does it limit its role to mere financing without any 
checks?
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