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Subject: Reassessing the 2035 combustion engine ban in light of advanced biofuels

The EU plans to end the approval of new cars that have internal combustion engines by 2035 
in order to accelerate the transition to electromobility. However, recent technological progress 
calls for a more nuanced assessment.

Studies indicate that higher bioethanol blends, for example E20 instead of E10, can reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions substantially. When combined with sustainable feedstocks and bio-
naphtha, reductions of greenhouse gas up to 40 % compared to fossil gasoline appear feasible. 
Increased demand for ethanol would also strengthen European agriculture, create rural value 
chains and reduce the EU’s reliance on imported fossil fuels.

Against this background, questions arise as to whether a blanket ban on combustion engines 
limits technological openness and overlooks transitional solutions. For many citizens, 
particularly in rural areas with insufficient charging infrastructure, advanced biofuels could 
provide a realistic and more accessible pathway towards decarbonisation.

In this context:

How does the Commission assess the additional climate-mitigation potential of using higher 
bioethanol blends in the automotive sector?
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