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Subject: Mediterranean Capital of Sport – Elche 2026

It was recently announced that Elche will be the 2026 Mediterranean Capital of Sport. 
Publicly available background information states that this title was awarded by the ACES 
Association, whose website claims that it is an official partner of the European Commission. 
This situation may cause confusion among the public as the title resembles other awards 
granted by the European Commission, such as the European Green Capital.

In this context:

1. What is the European Commission’s relationship with the ACES Association, including 
details of any funding it may receive from the European Union and the purpose thereof?

2. Is the Commission involved in selecting the European Capital or City of Sport or 
endorse these titles in any way?

3. Does the Commission intend to take any action to avoid confusion between a title 
awarded by a private entity and an official EU award?
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