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Subject: Space race

The EU is lagging behind in the space race with the United States and China. The EU does 
not have the launch capacity, especially for heavy load satellites. One reason for that is the 
lack of reusable rockets in the EU.

As a result, European satellites rely on launches from US territory. Instead, the EU could use 
US launchers from EU territory, such as for sites located in French Guyana, Romania or Italy.

1. Is the Commission in contact with the European Space Agency with regard to EU 
rockets using US launchers while being launched from the EU?

2. Will the European Space Agency and the Commission allow US companies to launch 
from European soil?
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