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Subject: Trade defence measures on bicycles, bicycle parts and electric bikes from China

Many small and medium enterprises across the EU face difficulties due to trade defence 
measures (TDMs) on bicycles, bicycle parts and electric bicycles imported from China. The 
complex legal framework, particularly the application of General Rule of Interpretation 2(a), 
creates major legal uncertainty. Entrepreneurs risk facing heavy fines or even prison 
sentences, while having no choice but to import essential parts from China to assemble their 
light electric vehicles (LEVs).

Yet, despite these TDMs, more than 220 000 e-bikes were imported from China in 2023, at 
average prices that make compliance with EU legislation (on machinery, electromagnetic 
compatibility, batteries, radio equipment, etc.) practically impossible. This calls into question 
the overall effectiveness of the current approach.

Furthermore, the Commission has recently confirmed the continuation of its anti-dumping 
duties, which were first introduced in the 1990s, on essential bicycle components from China 
for another five years.

Therefore, can the Commission clarify:

1. How it intends to resolve the legal uncertainty and disproportionate burdens faced by 
small and medium enterprises in the LEV sector?

2. How it justifies extending anti-dumping duties on bicycle components from China 
despite the sector’s reliance on Chinese supply chains?

3. How it plans to align its TDMs with the EU’s industrial strategy to enhance 
competitiveness, innovation and LEV production?
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