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Subject: Unified statistical recording of the origin of those arrested and convicted to 
strengthen crime prevention in the EU

The security of citizens is a fundamental obligation of each Member State and a prerequisite 
for social cohesion in the European Union. However, there is currently no uniform 
methodology in the Member States for collecting and publishing statistical data on the origin 
of perpetrators of crimes, despite the fact that such information is crucial for designing 
targeted prevention policies.

Only some countries, such as Germany, Austria, Sweden or the Netherlands, systematically 
publish data on those arrested or convicted by nationality or country of birth, while other 
countries consider it sensitive data and do not collect it. This disparity makes comparative 
analysis, the development of common European prevention strategies and cooperation 
between police authorities difficult.

In the United States, on the other hand, the publication of relevant data is a standard practice. 
In the United States, there has always been a reference to the origin of those arrested, 
regardless of whether they are American citizens.

1. Will the Commission propose a single European standard for the collection and analysis 
of crime statistics, including anonymous, aggregated data on the origin of perpetrators?

2. Will the Commission encourage Member States to adopt comparable standards for 
police statistics, in order to strengthen evidence-based prevention and effective policing 
at Union level?
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