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Subject: Unilateral bans on imports from Ukraine

Poland, Hungary and Slovakia are maintaining their national bans on imports of agricultural 
produce from Ukraine even though the new EU-Ukraine trade deal has entered into force and 
these measures are contrary to the principles of the single market and the common 
commercial policy, over which the European Union has sole authority.

Although the Commission has said it is not ruling out legal action, it is not clear how it 
intends to reconcile the application of single market rules with the need to protect the 
vulnerable agricultural sectors of certain Member States and, at the same time, maintain 
solidarity with Ukraine.

Concerns over the imbalanced impact of trade flows on Member States neighbouring Ukraine 
are persisting as logistical infrastructure and storage capacity are limited, which is amplifying 
internal tensions and the pressure on local farmers.

1. How does the Commission intend to ensure that single market rules are applied 
uniformly in the face of these unilateral bans?

2. What legal, financial or market instruments does the Commission plan to use to protect 
farmers in countries neighbouring Ukraine from the negative repercussions of the 
unilateral import bans?

3. Does the Commission intend to propose a permanent adjustment or compensation 
mechanism for border Member States which are being disproportionately affected by 
the freeing-up of trade with Ukraine?
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