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Subject: Sale of childlike sex dolls on the Shein e-commerce platform

A case has recently emerged in France of sex dolls with childlike features being sold on the 
Shein e-commerce platform, which has caused indignation and raised concerns about the 
protection of minors and consumer safety. The French authorities have launched 
investigations to ascertain how these products came to be marketed by circumventing the 
European rules in force.

The products, which bear childlike features for sexual purposes, are in clear violation of 
children’s rights and highlight a regulatory gap in the definition of child pornography under 
Directive 2011/92/EU, and one that the Commission should close.

Can the Commission therefore state:

1. How it will ensure that e-commerce platforms apply effective preventive control 
systems, such as automatic filters, verification of sellers’ identity, blacklists of 
keywords and independent audits, to prevent the sale of products that violate children’s 
rights?

2. Whether it will propose a common definition and an explicit ban at EU level on the 
manufacture, import and sale of childlike sex dolls, which are viewed as being 
instrumental in the sexualisation of children?

3. What immediate and coordinated actions it will take to close the supervisory gaps that 
exist between Member States and ensure that online child protection is made a binding 
priority throughout the European Union?
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