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Subject:  Mandatory registration for hobby pigeon fanciers

Under the EU’s Animal Health Law, Member States must register certain animal holdings to
prevent and monitor disease outbreaks. The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration,
however, has extended mandatory registration to include hobby pigeon fanciers who do not
make money from their activities.

As a result, Danish pigeon fanciers have to be registered with Denmark’s Central Husbandry
Register, pay annual fees and put up with inspections. This is not the case in other Member
States, such as Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands, where pigeons are classed as hobby
animals.

Can the Commission confirm whether, under the EU’s Animal Health Law, hobby pigeon
fanciers are subject to the same registration requirements and checks as commercial poultry
holdings, and if so, whether there is a legal basis for exempting hobby holdings as long as
they do not pose a real health risk to other bird populations?
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