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Gaetano Pedulla' (The Left), Mario Furore (The Left), Dario Tamburrano (The Left)

Subject:  Urgent investigation into repeated and systematic violations of press freedom in
Italy: the Report case

The RAI investigative journalism programme Report has been fined EUR 150 000 by Italy’s
privacy watchdog for broadcasting an audio recording of a conversation involving a former
minister of the Meloni government!.

It would appear that one of the commissioners, Agostino Ghiglia —a member of the Italian
Prime Minister’s Brothers of Italy party — intervened in the procedure and, according to
Report, visited the Brothers of Italy headquarters the day before the decision was taken to
discuss the issue with the Prime Minister’s sister?.

Mr Ghiglia also issued a warning to the programme about broadcasting its report on the
watchdog’s relations with the government?.

Report journalists have been subjected to pressure, intimidation, SLAPP lawsuits and a bomb
attack®.

Media freedom and independence are vital pillars of the values enshrined in Article 2 TEU,
and the Commission has already initiated procedures against Member States, such as
Hungary, for serious breaches of the rule of law. In view of this:

1.  Will the Commission launch a specific investigation into the situation of press freedom
in Italy?

2. What mechanisms, including monitoring mechanisms, will it apply, under Article 7
TEU or in relation to the conditionality of funds, to systematic violations of media
independence?

3. Does it believe that a privacy watchdog should be able to interfere in such a way,
thereby exerting influence on journalists’ right to report?
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