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Subject:  Need to strengthen the implementation of environmental legislation and address
the environmental investment gap

The fourth Environmental Implementation Review published by the Commission! highlights
the insufficient implementation of environmental legislation by Member States. According to
the findings of the review, this insufficient implementation gives rise to huge economic costs,
amounting to at least EUR 180 billion per year.> At the same time, the review identifies a
huge gap in the necessary environmental investments, amounting to EUR 122 billion per year.
This gap corresponds to one third of the total annual needs for environmental investment in
critical areas such as the circular economy, biodiversity, water protection and management
and tackling pollution.?

Accordingly:

1. What measures has the Commission taken since the publication of the review to
strengthen the implementation of environmental legislation and to address the
investment gap and what additional measures does it intend to take?

2. Given that there are significant disparities between Member States, is the Commission
providing or intending to provide assistance to Member States, tailored to the challenges
each of them faces?

3. Given the significant contribution of European funds to addressing the environmental
investment gap, how does the Commission justify the absence of a specific programme
in its proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework (such as the current LIFE
programme) and, in any event, how is the adequacy of environmental investment
ensured in its existing planning for the next MFF?
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