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Subject: Commission representation at CITES CoP20

High-level EU presence at the next Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Conference of the Parties (CoP) is important. This is 
especially the case given the urgency of the biodiversity crisis and the EU’s commitments 
under the European Green Deal, the biodiversity strategy for 2030 and the EU action plan 
against wildlife trafficking. This is why a group of key Members of the European Parliament 
are attending CITES CoP20. Ensuring the Commission presents the appropriate level of 
representation at the conference is crucial, given the Commission’s commitment to 
modernising the rules on animal welfare, including on the import of exotic animals, as 
indicated in President von der Leyen’s mission letter to Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi.

In the light of this, can the Commission confirm whether an EU Commissioner will represent 
the EU at CITES CoP20 and, if not, can it provide the appropriate reasoning for this lack of 
prioritisation?
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