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Subject:  High-speed railways

I welcome the action plan presented by the Commission for the development of the European
high-speed rail network, and hope that this will close the great gulf that exists between a small
group of western EU countries with a concentration of high-speed rail lines and the countries
of central and eastern Europe, with poor connections including between their capitals.

Commissioner Apostolos Tzitzikostas has put the cost of completing the network at EUR 550
billion by 2040 and has admitted there is an investment shortfall.

How will the Commission solve the issue of securing the necessary funding and how does it
plan to enhance coordination between national rail infrastructure managers?
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