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Subject:  Registration of subsidised media in the Transparency Register?

Whether in Brussels or Paris, many media outlets are subsidised by public or private funds
and organise conferences on European policies. The Commission is reported to have invested
EUR 210 million in various media between 2021 and 2027. It is understood that Euractiv
received EUR 40 million in 10 years!.

Alongside their journalism work, many journalists have second jobs as moderators, for which
they earn between EUR 500 and EUR 4 000 per event. According to Grok, Fleishman-Hillard
pays EUR 2 200 before tax.

In addition, during their careers journalists join non-governmental organisations (NGOs) or
lobby groups, and vice versa.

For example, Georges Soros’ Open Society Foundations says that in 2014 it provided by USD
130 992 in funding for the founder of EUobserver?. Lisbeth Kirk became Vice-President of an
obscure NGO, the European Citizen Action Service, which says that it has received EUR 1.2
million from the Commission, and whose President, Assya Kavrakova, has worked at the
Open Society Institute and the US Agency for International Development?®. The former Head
of Cabinet of Belgium’s Macronist Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt was editor-in-chief of
EUobserver before joining the notorious company Avisa Partners, which has been accused of
manipulating Wikipedia®.

1.  Why does the Commission exempt media outlets from registering in the Transparency
Register when the Interinstitutional Agreement provides for just such registration in the
case of those that organise communication campaigns or events with the institutions?

2. Why does it not ask for mandatory labelling of EU-subsidised media?
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https://www.euractiv.com/news/money-for-nothing-commission-pours-millions-into-struggling-eu-media/

https://www.fpoe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Open-Society-Initiative-for-Europe-List-of-European-

Elections-2014-Projects.pdf

3 https://ecas.org/team/assya-kavrakova/; https://transparency-register.curopa.cu/search-register-or-
update/organisation-detail en?id=47003483702-10; https://ecas.org/team/lisbeth-kirk/;
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ardc4dbb2 1; https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/uploads/cf533b00-
2578-480d-88ef-f00bae85ce3d/open-society-initiative-for-europe-2014-20170424.pdf

4 https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/arf3a4b147; https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koert Debeuf;
https://www.actdhope.org/2024/01/31/koert-debeut/

5 https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceinter/avisa-partners-la-manipulation-de-1-information-made-in-france-
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