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Subject: Shortcomings of European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and delays 
to transfers to farmers in the French outermost regions

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) is a central pillar of the 
common agricultural policy (CAP) and is designed to support sustainable, innovative and 
resilient farming, including by helping young farmers to establish themselves and by 
promoting balanced rural development.

In France’s outermost regions (ORs), particularly Guadeloupe, the instrument has come up 
against serious administrative and IT issues, which have led to delays to transfers of aid for 
more than two years.

The bottlenecks are behind increasing financial distress for farmers, jeopardise the recovery of 
the farming sector and put at risk economic and social cohesion in already fragile areas. 
Overcomplicated procedures are pushing the EAFRD away from its original goal: to be a 
catalyst for rural development and territorial fairness.

In this context, can the Commission say:

1. What specific, urgent measures does it intend to implement to simplify and digitise 
procedures?

2. How does it intend to speed up the payment of support owed to farmers in the ORs?

3. Does it plan to beef up monitoring and support for regional management authorities so 
as to preserve the credibility of the CAP and equal treatment of EU territories?
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