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Subject:  Commission’s position on responsibility for causing the Second World War

The European Union, including the Commission, repeatedly refers to the outbreak of World
War II in documents, educational materials and remembrance activities.

1. Innumerous EU-funded communications, publications and cultural and educational
projects on the Second World War, the Commission and other EU institutions use
generic terms such as ‘Nazi crimes’ or ‘totalitarian regimes’, without explicitly
mentioning the German State’s responsibility for instigating and waging the Second
World War. In the Commission’s view, does such wording fully reflect historical truth,
especially when it comes to clearly distinguishing between perpetrators and victims of
war, including occupied states such as Poland?

2. What specific mechanisms does the Commission use to ensure that EU-funded
programmes, projects, exhibitions, audio-visual productions and educational initiatives
related to the Second World War do not lead to state responsibility for acts of
aggression being relativised or erased, and to ensure that established historical facts
about the conflict’s perpetrators and victims are clearly and unequivocally reflected?
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