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Subject: Protecting the Piadina Romagnola PGI and other European geographical 
indications 

France's National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) recently established an important 
precedent for the defence of traditional European products by cancelling the ‘Piadina’ 
trademark that had been registered by a Swiss company.          

The French intellectual property office recognised that the term ‘piadina’ is generic and is 
linked to Romagna’s culinary traditions, and therefore cannot be appropriated by individual 
commercial operators by means of a trademark. The INPI’s ruling prevented this trademark 
from confusing customers and compromising the protections afforded to the Piadina 
Romagnola protected geographical indication (PGI) by the European system of geographical 
indications.

The Consortium for the Promotion and Protection of the Piadina Romagnola PGI has 
accurately stated that ‘piadina’ is a generic term in France. However, similar cases are 
cropping up in third countries like Brazil, Canada, the United Kingdom and Japan, where the 
improper use of trademarks could benefit products with Italian-sounding names and 
undermine the credibility of the EU’s geographic indication system.

The European Union recently updated the regulatory framework governing this field by 
means of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, which strengthened governance, the role of consortia 
and protection instruments in the internal market.

That said, it is paramount that these products benefit from the same protections at the global 
level.

In the light of the above:

1. What steps will the Commission take to support the Piadina Romagnola Consortium as 
well as other consortia involved in similar disputes?

2. How will it step up the monitoring of improper registrations in third countries?
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