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Subject:  EU strategy to advance the International Maritime Organization net-zero
framework amid global delays

On 17 October 2025, Member States of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
decided to postpone the consideration of the IMO’s Net-Zero Framework by one year, largely
because of the misguided policies of the Trump administration. This means we have missed a
critical opportunity to address contribution to climate breakdown made by international
shipping, a sector that is not on track to meet its climate targets'. We also know that in
countries and regions outside the EU, measures are being taken to decarbonise the shipping
sector, such as the United Kingdom’s commitment to fully align with the EU maritime
Emissions Trading System?, and that Djibouti and Gabon have started applying a carbon tax
on shipping emissions3, with more countries set to follow.

1. What steps will the Commission take to build support among IMO Member States for
the IMO’s net-zero framework to be adopted in 20267

2. Considering that Trump’s misguided policies will remain in place for some time and
that such an outlook will have implications for global efforts to reduce the shipping
sector’s carbon footprint, will the Commission work towards building a ‘coalition of the
willing’ at regional/national level outside of the EU to decarbonise the shipping sector
in alignment with the FuelEU Maritime and ETS Maritime frameworks?
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https://www.iea.org/energy-system/transport/international-shipping.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-ets-scope-expansion-maritime-sector/uk-emissions-
trading-scheme-scope-expansion-maritime-html.
https://www.siglarcarbon.com/post/carbon-pricing-introduced-in-djibouti-and-
gabon#:~:text=The%20Sovereign%20Carbon%?20Initiative%2C%20implemented,per%20tonne%200f%20C
02e%20emissions.
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