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Subject: Removal of the ‘vaccinate to live’ option in the context of foot-and-mouth disease

In the revision of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/361, the Commission intends to delete the 
reference to the Terrestrial Animal Health Code of the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) in Part 4 of Annex VII1 to the Regulation. This would mean that, in the event of an 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), only emergency vaccination followed by the 
culling or slaughter of the vaccinated animals would be permitted in future. This would rule 
out the use of the ‘vaccinate to live’2 strategy, which has been possible until now. The 
German Federal-State Working Group on Foot-and-Mouth Disease Vaccination Strategy, led 
by the German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Rural Affairs and involving the 
Robert Koch Institute and the Friedrich Loeffler Institute, has spoken out strongly against this 
planned deletion.

1. How does the Commission justify the planned deletion of the reference to the WOAH 
Terrestrial Animal Health Code in Annex VII, Part 4 of Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2023/361, which has hitherto allowed the use of emergency vaccination without 
subsequent killing, even in the case of foot-and-mouth disease?

2. Did the Commission take into account the technical assessments and recommendations 
of the German Federal-State Working Group on Foot-and-Mouth Disease Vaccination 
Strategy when it decided to make the planned deletion?

3. In deciding on this deletion, did the Commission take into account the fact that a new 
vaccine against FMD is now available3, which has been proven to prevent infection in 
cloven-hoofed animals4?
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4 https://www.fli.de/de/aktuelles/kurznachrichten/neues-einzelansicht/erster-mrna-impfstoff-gegen-maul-und-
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