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Subject: Supporting food security in small Member States

Food security and resilient food systems are essential to ensure the EU’s strategic autonomy 
and stability. However, certain Member States, including Malta, face unique challenges due to 
their geography, such as insularity, limited agricultural land, scarce water resources, and 
rising temperatures linked to climate change. In this context, plant biotechnology can play an 
important role in supporting innovation, improving crop resilience and enhancing food 
security, provided that EU legislation allows for the efficient implementation and uptake of 
such technologies.

1. What measures is the Commission taking to streamline processes and simplify the 
implementation of EU legislation in the field of plant biotechnology to strengthen food 
security and resilience?

2. How is the Commission supporting Member States with structural geographical 
disadvantages, such as Malta, to overcome their specific challenges and develop more 
resilient food systems?
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