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Subject: Authorisation of cross-border rolling stock

International rail transport in Europe is on the rise. The Commission has recently presented a 
high-speed rail plan to accelerate the uptake of new connections between European cities.

However, obstacles for cross-border rail services remain. Rail operators struggle with 
overcomplicated, slow and costly authorisation procedures for cross-border rolling stock. 
With the Fourth Railway Package, the EU intended to establish the European Railway 
Agency (ERA) as a one-stop shop for the authorisation procedure for cross-border rolling 
stock. Practices from new connections, such as Munich – Milan/Rome, and the lengthy 
authorisation process for the use of the Frecciarossa 1000 in Germany and Austria, show that 
difficulties remain and that the powers of the national railway authorities prevail. National 
authorisations lead to high compliance costs for railway operators and long waiting times for 
new cross-border trains, effectively holding back the expansion of international rail 
connections.

In the light of this situation:

1. How does the Commission intend to speed up the availability of cross-border rolling 
stock?

2. Will the Commission use the upcoming review of the ERA Regulation to establish a 
truly harmonised European authorisation process for rolling stock?

3. Is the Commission actively facilitating fast authorisation procedures through ERA in its 
10 EU pilot services?
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