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Subject: EU Enlargement Forum: boundary between the drive for enlargement and foreign 
influence 

On 18 November 2025, the Commission held the EU Enlargement Forum. According to the 
Commission, EU enlargement is essential to promote its values, including beyond its borders, 
to advance Brussels’ vision of administrative and rule of law reforms, and to strengthen the 
EU’s global role1.       

1. It was implied in Panel III that scepticism towards EU enlargement, both in Member 
States and in candidate countries, is mainly due to a lack of knowledge. In other words, 
opponents of EU enlargements are portrayed as dumb. Will this kind of demonisation of 
opponents feature as a central element of the EU’s campaign to obtain the necessary 
democratic support in the candidate countries?

2. Panel IV, entitled ‘Getting to YES!’, discussed how to secure ‘the necessary public 
support’ after the conclusion of accession negotiations. As the EU is still a foreign 
power for these candidate countries until further notice, how does the Commission 
argue that such questions do not fall under the definition of foreign interference?

3. Does the Commission also support civil society organisations in candidate countries that 
are sceptical about EU accession, so as to foster a democratic debate in which different 
opinions are heard, which is after all a core value of the EU?
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1 https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/eu-enlargement-forum_en.


