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Subject:  Risks posed to minors by WhatsApp Channels and the platform’s possible
classification as a VLOP under the DSA

In February 2025, WhatsApp declared that it had reached 46.8 million monthly average users
in the EU, which would mean that it would classify as a very large online platform (VLOP)
under the Digital Services Act! (DSA). After receiving the designation, the platform would
have four months to comply with the DSA’s requirements.

At the same time, several reports have recently raised concerns about the risks posed to
children by the growing use of WhatsApp Channels. Many minors use WhatsApp primarily to
stay in contact with parents and relatives, yet some also create channels where they share
photos, videos and personal information. These channels can be followed by anyone,
potentially exposing children to privacy risks, harassment or other forms of online harm.

1. Has WhatsApp been formally designated as a VLOP under the DSA, and does it now
fall under the corresponding obligations?

2. Is the Commission examining the risks posed by WhatsApp Channels, particularly for
minors?

3. Is the Commission planning to address this issue in the forthcoming Digital Fairness
Act?
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